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T.isting of Claims: 

Claims 1-84 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 3, 4, 9, 12-20, 22-35, 38, 61 and 
84 are herein amended. Claims 2, 11, 21, 36, 37, 39-60 and 62-83 are canceled without 

prejudice or disclaimer. 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in this 

application. 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A data management method using a network system 
which includes a server, [[and]] a client terminal and a plurality of data servers , comprising: 

the reception step of making the server receive a user's data storage request from the 
client terminal; 

the select step of making the server aHtomatically select [[a]] from the plurality of 
data servers at least one data server located in [[an]l adjfferent area that hao a 
prcdotorminod relationship with from an area set registered by [[a]] the user of jhe client 
terminal : and 

the storage step of making the server send data associated with the data storage request to 
the selected at least one data server, and store the data in the selected at least one data server. 
Claim 2 (canceled) 

Claim 3 (currently amended): The method according to claim 1, wherein when the 

select atop includes tho stop of: 

making the server select selects a plurality of data servers in the select step., end 

tho storage stop includ es th e st e p o fe 

sending the server send s the data associated with the data storage request to the 
respective selected data servers , and storing the data in fee seleeted d n t n sere*s . 
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Claim 4 (currently amended): The method according to claim [[3]] I, further 
comprising: 

the step of making the server acquire disaster information from a disaster information 
database that provides disaster information, and search for an area with a low disaster rate of 
occurrence on the basis of the acquired disaster information, and 

wherein the select step includes the step of: 

making the server select at least the data server located in [[an]] a different area ottos 
llumthcaroaGCtbytho user from the registered area , and the data server located in the area with 
the low disaster rate of occurrence. 

Claim 5 (original): The method according to claim 3, further comprising: 
the step of making the server encrypt the data associated with the data storage 

request, and 

wherein the storage step includes the step of: 

making the server send the data encrypted by different methods to the respective 

data servers, and store the data in the data servers. 

Claim 6 (original): The method according to claim 5, further comprising: 
the step of making the server periodically acquire the encrypted data from the 

data servers; 

the step of making the server decrypt the acquired data; and 
the step of making the server compare the decrypted data. 
Claim 7 (original): The method according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
the step of making the server send to the client terminal an address of the data server that 
stores the data. 
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Claim 8 (original) : The method according to claim 5 , further comprising: 

the step of making the server send to the client terminal an address of the data server 

that stores the data, and a key used to decrypt the encrypted data. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): The method according to claim 1 , wherein 

information of the re gistered area act by the user is pre-stored in the server. 

Claim 10 (original): The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
the step of making the data server receive a user's data transmission request from 

the client terminal; and 

the step of making the data server send data associated with the data transmission request 

to the client terminal. 

Claim J 1 (canceled) 

Claim 12 (currently amended): A server comprising: 

reception means for receiving a user's data storage request sent from a client 

termin al; 

select means for automatically selecting a dnta serv e r that stores data associat e d wife 
d m data ito mg o rcqnrH vi.i n gemawniegtiea few ft»m a plurality of data servers at least one 
data gRTvft r located in a different area fro m an area registered by the user of the clienj 
terminal : and 

sending means for sending Ihc data associated with the data sloragc request to the at 
least one selected data server via [[the]] a communication line. 

Claim 13 (currently amended): A computer program for making a computer 
function as: 

reception means for receiving a user's data storage request sent from a client 



-4 of 14- 

PAGE 5/15 * RCVD AT 813/2005 3:53:07 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/33 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:2124158701 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-38 



08/03/2005 03:53 FAX 2124158701 



MORGAN & FINNE6AN 



0 006/015 



Appl. No. 10/057,255 Docket No. 1232-48,2 

Reply to Office Action dated May 3, 2005 

terminal via a communication line; 

select means for automatically selecting a data server that otoroo data aaaociatod with 
th»4ata storage request fm™ a plurality of data servers at least one data server located iq a, 
different area fr om an area registered by the use r of the client terminal; and 

means for sending the data associated with the data storage request to the at least one 
selected data server via [[the]] a communication line. 

Claim 14 (currently amended): A data management system including a control 
server, a client terminal, and a plurality of data servers, which can communicate with each other 
via a communication line, 

said control server comprising: 

reception means for receiving a user's data storage request sent from [[a]] M 
client terminal; 

select means for automatically selecting a data sorvor that stom s- data associated 
Trith the d jtn s< --"2" ™T"'"' T fo™ the P luralitv " f data servers at least one data serve; : 
located in a different area from an area reg istered bv the user of the client terminal; and 

means for sending the data associated with the data storage request to the at least QBS 
selected data server, and 

said data server comprising: 

means for storing the data sent from said control server. 

Claim 15 (currently amended): A data storage acrvico apparatuo which comprises a 
p lurality of servers for storing data in rcsponso to a otorago roqu eiA via a n e t w ork, c o mprh in g- 
s ervice control moans which inclu des 

soloct means for solooting tho acrvor in aooordanco with at loaat a user's aervioo 
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subscription qualification lovol, an d 

frtorago control means for storing data aosooiatod with a storage request in the s e rv er 
~> w^ h y ™m minrt m ms The server acc o rding to claim 12, wherein said select means 
automatical lv selects the at least one data server based on the user's service subscription 
qualification level . 

Claim 1 6 (currently amended): The apparat us server according to claim 15, 
wherein said select means selects at least two data servers. 

Claim 17 (currently amended): The appafatus server according to claim 1 5 wherein 
said storage control sending means encrypts the data associated with the storage request using an 
encryption method corresponding to the at least one data server selected by said select meansr 
and stores the encrypted data in th e s elected corvor . 

Claim 18 (currently amended): The apparatus server according to claim 1 5, 
wherein the service subscription qualification level is detemiined based on a valuo ouch as a 
subscription fee or the lik e for a service. 

Claim 19 (currently amended)} The apparatus server according to claim 15, 
wherein the service subscription qualification level is determined based on a service subscription 
term such as a number of years of subscription or the lik e. 

Claim 20 (currently amended): The apparat us server according to claim 1 5, 
wherein said select means selects the at least one data server on the basis of disaster information. 

Claim 21 (canceled) 

Claim 22 (currently amended): The apparatu s server according to claim 1 5, 
wherein said select means selects a data server with a lowest suffering risk from the r)]urjdity_or 
data servers corresponding to the service subscription qualification level of the user who issued 
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the storage request, and a server with a lowest suffering risk of thedata serve rs present in areas 
eth er than a location area of acliont device thn t jn_a different area from the registered ar ja 
registered hv the user who issued the storage request. 

Claim 23 (currently amended) : The apparatus server according to claim 1 5, 
wherein when the user's service subscription qualification level has changed, said select means 
re-selects the at least one data server, and said otorago contro l sending means stores sends the 
data associated with the storage request again [[in]] to the at least one data server re-selected by 
said select means. 

Claim 24 (currently amended): The apparatus server according to claim 15, 
wherein said select means re-selects the at least one data server in accordance with a change in 
disaster information, and said storago control sending means stew* sends the data associated 
with the storage request again [[in]] to the at least one data server re-selected by said select 
means. 

Claim 25 (currently amended): The apparatus server according to claim 15, 
wherein when a location aieo of a client dovioe that i s su e d the otorago request Ihe registered area 
has changed, said select means re-selects the at least one data server, and said storago control 
sending means store* sends the data associated with the storage request again [[in]] to the aUeast 
one data server re-sclccted by said select means. 

Claim 26 (currently amended): The appara t us server according to claim 15, 
wherein paid s e r v ice control moans wi nhirtci further comprising checking means for checking 
authenticity of the data stored in the at least one data server by said storago control moana . 

Claim 27 (currently amended): The apparatus server according to claim 26, 
wherein said checking means checks authenticity by comparing data which are associated with 



-7 of 14- 

PAGE 8115 * RCVD AT 813/2005 3:53:07 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/33 * DNIS:2738300 1 CSID:21241587M ' DURATION (mm-ss):04-38 



08/03/2005 03:54 FAX 2124158701 



MORGAN & FINNEGAN 



® 009/015 



Ap.1. No. 10/057,255 Dock* No. 1232-4812 

Reply to Office Action dated Mav 3. 2005 

an identical storage request and are stored in a plurality of thedata servers by said stef age 
control m e ans . 

Claim 28 (currently amended); The apparatus server according to claim 26, 
wherein said checking means checks if data becomes fraudulent due to a memory medium. 

Claim 29 (currently amended): The apparatus server according to claim 26, 
wherein said checking means checks if data becomes fraudulent due to tampering of data. 

Claim 30 (currently amended): The appafates server according to claim 29, 
wherein when said checking means determines that the data becomes fraudulent due lo 
tampering of data, said checking means sends a message indicating this to a client devise 
terminal that issued the storage request of the data. 

Claim 31 (currently amended): The apparatus server according to claim 1 5, 
wherein said service control moano includes fnrrher comprising authentication means for 
authenticating if the user who issued the storage request is a member who subscribes to the 
service, and accepts only the storage request from the user authenticated by said authentication 
means. 

Claim 32 (currently amended): The appelates server according to claim 15, 
wherein oaid aorvioo control moans includ es .further comprising authentication means for 
checking authenticity of the at least one data server selected by said select means, and said 
-tora£c control sending means stefes sends data associated with the storage request in only the 
data server authenticated by said authentication means. 

Claim 33 (currently amended): The apparatus server according to claim 1 5, 
whoroin oaid s ervice control moans in efades further comprising noufy means for sending at least 
various storage condition data associated with a data storage process of said otorugo control 
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matins to a client devic e terminal that issued the storage request. 

Claim 34 (currently amended): The appelates server according to claim 33, 

wherein said notify means sends encryption algorithm and key data in addition to storage 

location data of the data associated with the storage request as the storage condition data- 
Claim 35 (currently amended): The apparatus s erver according to claim 33, 

wherein the client device includes storage means for storing at least the storage condition data 

sent irom said notify means. 
Claim 36 (canceled) 
Claim 37 (canceled) 

Claim 38 (currently amended): [[A]] Ihe method of controlling a data storag e 
sorvioo apparatus whi c h cumpt i s os Q plurality of servers for storing data in response to a storage 
request vio a network, compricing: 

the service control Gtop which includ e s 

the select Gtep of selecting the server in accordance with at loa5t a user's oorvic e 
subscription qualification level, and 

the storag e- control stop of storing data associated with a storage request in the server 
****** according to claim 1 , wherein the server auto m atically selects the at least one data server 
based on the n gar's service subscription qualification level in the select step. 

Claim 39 -Claim 60 (canceled) 

Claim 61 (currently amended): The system a ccording to claim 14, wherein said 
select means automatically selects the at least one d ata server based on the user's service 
subscription qualification level A data storage service system which - oompriseu a plurality of 
corvcrs for storing data in respons e to a G torago request via o network, comprising: 
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corvioo control means which includ es 

select means for selecting tho - scrvor in aooordanco with at looot a uQQf'o servic e 
subscription qualification lovol, and 

fiter agc control means for storing data associated with u rtorago roquc s t in tho server 

selected by said select moans. 

Claim 62 - Claim 83 (canceled) 

Claim 84 (currently amended): A control program executed by a data storage 
service system which comp ri ooo n plurality of sorvoro for storing data in iQoponsc to a storage 
request via a network, having contents for: 

slo iing data ciiuociatod with a storage request in the server solootod in corr espeBdeaee 
with at loaot - a The computer program according to cl a im 13. wherein said select means 
automatically selects the at least one data server ba sed on the uscr T s service subscription 
qualification level. 
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